


By Kim Mathie
Four years ago in a basement

rehearsal room in Sonora, 10 band
members, their wives, girlfriends
and children were looking at a
decidedly uncool list of potential
band names. Among the hopefuls
was “Regroovination,” which, four
years later, still solicits groans and
laughs from the group today.

“It was my worst nightmare of a
name,” says saxophone player David
Rhoades with a laugh during an inter-
view with seven of the 10 members.

The name Chains Required made
the list mostly out of desperation; a
band member described the road
conditions to get to band practice
and mentioned the moniker in a
throwaway kind of way. Given the
uninspired choices in front of them,
Chains Required quickly earned
favor that night as a name and, not
surprisingly, later in the community
as the band hit the road.

The brainchild of trombonist
George Greenfield and friends,
Chains Required is a 10-piece
rhythm and blues band featuring a
four-piece horn section a la Tower
of Power; a band out of the ’60s that
features a hard-hitting horn section
and a soulful sound.

While they don’t aim to be Tower
of Power, they do share a lot in com-
mon. Chief among those similarities
is that hot horn section backed by a
solid rhythm section; the difference
comes from the fact the group is
fronted by female vocal leads. In the
end, what they’ve got is a very ener-
gized and talented band.

What initially began with five
members quickly evolved to 10. The
horn section quickly set Chains
Required apart from other bands in
the area. The horn players are
George Greenfield on trombone,
Glenn Babros and Bob Russell Jr.
on trumpet and David Rhoades on
saxophone. The rhythm section
includes Jim Anderson on drums,
Dan Parks on bass, Tracy Girard on
guitars and Kevin Jachetta on key-
boards. Kerry Tweedy and Shelly
Jachetta sing out front.

At first, Greenfield took on a lot of
the responsibility organizing the
band and hosting rehearsals in his
living room and now the converted
rehearsal room in his basement.

“Everybody has a piece of the
band to be responsible for,” Russell
said. He handles the band’s informa-
tion and technology needs.

“It keeps members involved in the
band,” Greenfield said, “and I get to
enjoy things more. My wife, Chris,
is the biggest saint!”

Parks handles promotions; Babros
takes care of merchandising;
Rhoades cuts the checks; and
Tweedy schedules the band for
things like this interview, but they
all keep their eyes and ears open for
opportunities to play.

“It’s definitely a labor of love,”
Greenfield said.

All the band members are accom-
plished musicians in their own
rights; some have played instru-
ments going on 30-plus years in and
out of formal educational settings.
Most, if not all band members play
or have played in other area bands
like the Columbia College Big Band
and Columbia College Jazz Band,
Crazy Ivan and The Flashbacks.

For Anderson and the rest of the
band, it’s the music that makes play-
ing in Chains Required especially
fun.

“I love making giant, big sound,”
Anderson said. “It’s a bonus having
girls up front.”

Babros says he likes the song list.
“I’ve always played the type of

music we play, like Chicago and
Blood, Sweat and Tears.”

Rhoades has been a musician
practically his entire life, playing
the flute, baritone, trombone and
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SHOWTIMES GOOD THRU 6/2/11

The lineup:
George Greenfield, trombone
Glenn Babros, trumpet
Bob Russell Jr., trumpet
David Rhoades, saxes
Kerry Tweedy, vocals
Shelly Jachetta, vocals and sax
Tracy Girard, guitars
Jim Anderson, drums
Kevin Jachetta, keyboards
Dan Parks, bass
Band info: chainsrequired.com

The horn section of
Chains Required

gets foothill audi-
ences grooving in

no time.

Courtesy photos

Above: Jim Anderson on drums and
Dan Parks on bass keep the Chains
Required sound moving right along.

Left: Shelly Jachetta, left, and Kerry
Tweedy sing lead on songs like “In the
Midnight Hour” and “Saturday in the
Park.”

Chains
Required show
WHEN:
9 p.m. Friday, 
June 10

WHERE:
Willow Creek Lounge,
Black Oak Casino,
19400 Tuolumne
Road North,
Tuolumne

COST:
Free

MORE INFO:
blackoakcasino.com
or call (877) 747-8777
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saxophone. But he said his musi-
cal knowledge ends somewhere
in the 1950s.

“I made it to the ’60s without
hearing Tower of Power,” he said
with a smile. “I’m learning a lot of
new music.”

The band likes to stick to the B-
sides of records for its song list,
Parks said, frequently opting for

music that’s not overplayed but still
familiar, perhaps somewhere on the
periphery of popularity.

“Whatever works for the band,”
said Greenfield, particularly proud
of the democratic way the band
works. “We all bring in our ideas
and see what happens.”

The rest of the set list puzzle
involves finding songs that stretch
the band musically, but also satis-

fy an audience hungry for enter-
tainment.

“It’s an evolutionary process,”
Anderson explained. “We always
try to gauge the response of the
audience, constantly thinking of
what’s going to work.”

Russell, Rhoades, Babros and
Greenfield study the music to be
true to the original, but then put their
own spins on tunes to bring them to

life and make them their own.
“We have to make our own

arrangements,” Russell said. “You
can’t find sheet music with the
instrumentation the band requires.”

While some songs like “Mustang
Sally” and “God Bless the Child”
are fast favorites, the popularity of
“Temptation Eyes” by Grass Roots
surprised some band members.

“I’d never even heard of that
song,” Rhoades said. “But it quickly
became one of those magic
moments for me.”

The audience plays an important
part, too.

“Our music comes down to the
relationship with the people in the
band and the people in the audi-
ence,” Anderson said. “We play
dancing songs that are positive
and remind people of good times
in their lives.”

The fan base for Chains Required
is decidedly varied; the band
appeals to a wide range of people
and personas.

“From businessmen to hippies
…,”Anderson said.

“To biker chicks,” finishes
Tweedy with a smile.

Tweedy joined the band not long
after moving back to Tuolumne
County from Santa Rosa, where
she sang lead vocals for a band
called Misdemeanor.

“I always dreamed of being in a
band with horns,” she said. “But I
was a little overwhelmed at first.”

When she walked into the Chains
Required rehearsal room – a con-
verted portion of Greenfield’s base-
ment – the horn players and rhythm

section were arranged in a circle and
in the center was a lonely micro-
phone, Tweedy remembers.

“She was a perfect fit,” Russell
says. “This band was designed for
her.”

While her background includes
singing lead vocals and participating
in Columbia College’s Jazz Band,
performing with Chains Required
was something else.

“This band challenges me more
than any other experience
because of the demands of the
music,” Tweedy said. “As a
singer, I’m a conduit from the
band to the audience and the audi-
ence back to the band. Every song
feels different depending on
who’s out there in the audience.”

Parks knows exactly what she
means.

“When you’re in the moment,
groovin’, feeling great playing
music, the euphoria is hard to dupli-
cate otherwise,” he said.

Given audience responses to
Chains Required, the players should
have ample opportunities to re-cre-
ate that euphoria.

“I think the audience sees how
well we all work together,” Tweedy
said.

And that’s not an easy feat with 10
members in a band.

“If we wanted to make money, we
wouldn’t be in a 10-piece band,”
Greenfield admits. “But that’s not
why we’re here. We do it for the fun
and the music.”

Contact Kim Mathie at kmath-
ie@sierralodestar.com.
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WIC Can Help Families With Pregnant Women, Infants
& Children Under Five. WIC Welcomes Moms, Dads,

Foster Parents & Grandparents With Custody.

WIC Services Include
Vouchers for:

Fruits, Vegetables, Milk,
Whole Wheat Bread, Cereal,
Eggs, Cheese, Peanut Butter,

Baby Foods & More

WIC Provides Services
at NO COST to:

Pregnant and Breastfeeding
Women, Infants & Children

Under 5 Years Old

Many Locations to Serve You...
Pioneer • 1st Wednesday (even months) • 8:30-3:30
Faith Lutheran Church • 22601 Hwy 88
Pine Grove • 1st Wednesday (odd months) • 8:30-3:30
Mt. Zion Church • 13891 Cedar Pine Lane
San Andreas • 1st Thursday • 9:00-3:30
Faith Fellowship Church • 376 Russell Road
Angels Camp • 2nd Tuesday • 9:00-4:30
St. Patricks Church • 809 N. Main St.

West Point • 2nd Wednesday • 9:00-3:30
Community Hall (CBC) • 22283 Hwy 26
Murphys • 2nd Thursday • 9:30-3:00
1st Congregational Church • 509 N. Algiers St.

Jackson • 3rd Tuesday • 8:30-3:45
Amador County Health & Social Services • 10877 Conductor Blvd.
Arnold • 3rd Wednesday (odd months) • 9:45-3:00
Oak Circle Church • 1483 Oak Circle

Copperopolis • 3rd Wednesday (even months) • 9:45-3:00
Lake Tullock Church • 3566 Spangler Lane

Ione • 3rd Thursday • 8:30-3:30
Memorial Hall • 207 S. Amador St.

Plymouth • 4th Monday • 11:00-5:15
Plymouth City Hall • 9426 Main Street
Valley Springs • 4th Tuesday • 9:00-4:30
Vets Memorial Hall • 189 Pine Street
Calaveras Make-Up • 4th or Last Wednesday • 9:00-5:00

Faith Fellowship Church • 376 Russell Road • San Andreas

WIC is an equal opportunity provider • se habla español

Call (209) 223-7685 or (800) 218-2427

* Including baby to be – MediCal recipients qualify

# of people
in family*

Gross Income
(Monthly)

Gross Income
(Hourly)

2 $2,247 $12.98
3 $2,823 $16.29
4 $3,400 $19.62
5 $3,976 $22.94

Additional
family members

$577 per added
family member

$3.33 per added
family member

Call to see if you’re eligible!
• Current Approximate Income Guidelines •

Breastfeeding Support

FREE GIFT

with WIC

enrollment!
David Rhodes, left, Bob Russell Jr. and Glenn Babros brass

it up in Copperopolis.
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